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Doug Siden Visitor   
Center at Crab Cove at 
Crown Memorial State Beach 
officially opened on July 4, 1980

 

Programs are free, drop-in, & 
meet at the visitor center   
unless otherwise noted.  

 

= Wheelchair accessible 

$ = Fee program 

= Register online at ebpark-
sonline.org or call 888-327-2757 

(non-res.) = Residents outside of  
Alameda & Contra Costa counties 

Given advance notice                   
accommodations can be             
made for visitors with disabilities.  
 

 

Telephone: 510-544-3187 
Email: ccove@ebparks.org 
Address:  1252 McKay           
Avenue Alameda, CA 94501 
        h ps://www.facebook.com/crabcovealamedaca/  

Doug Siden Visitor Center 
at Crab Cove 

Every 
Wed, Sat 

& Sun 
3-3:30pm 

MAY 2023 MAY 2023 MAY 2023 

Story Time  

Come meet story characters like the Lorax, hermit 
crabs, and “Swimmy the Fish,” then meet a real animal, 
do a craft or play a game.    

Every Fri 
10:30-
11am 

Fish Feeding Time 
 

Visit our aquariums to see who lives here! Observe 

crabs, fish and other critters while they eat!  

Every 
Sat, Sun 

1:30-
2:30pm 

May 6 & 7: Stop and Smell the Flowers- Explore 
the blooms.   

May 13: Tidal Exploration- What’s out there in 
the bay? Find out while the tide’s out.  

May 20 & 21: Tracks and Trails- Look for 
footprints and animal evidence.   

May 27 & 28: Memorial Day Memories- Learn 
to fold a flag, tie a knot, and make a flower to put on 
the Merchant Mariners Memorial.   

Family Nature Fun 

Spend an afternoon at the Bay, make new discoveries, 
and enjoy a new activity each week with games, crafts, 
and special surprises.  
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Doug Siden Visitor Center 
at Crab Cove 

MAY  2023 MAY 2023 

Hikes for  Tykes 

Enjoy some nature before naptime with your young 
child!  Join us to travel over hill and dell and explore the 
fabulous flora and fauna of the Regional Parks. Hikes      
average about 1/2-mile round trip. Bring a snack. Strollers 
are not recommended for many hikes. Rain cancels 
program.   
 

May 2, MLK Jr. Shoreline (Garretson Point Staging 
Area): There is lots to experience as we use our senses to 
discover sights, sounds, and smells around this beautiful 
bayside shoreline.  
May 16, Doug Siden Visitor Center at Crab Cove: 
Let’s look for baby geese and ducks, and lots of insects as 
we explore around the Cove (high tide, so no mud 
exploration).   

May 30, Reinhardt Redwood (Canyon Meadow  
Staging Area): Will we find banana slugs amongst the 
beautiful, shady redwood forest?  

Various 
Tue 

10:30-
11:45am 

Wed, 
May 3 

9:30am-
1:30pm 

Wednesday Walk 

Discover the natural and human history of our beautiful  
parklands, explore new trails and improve your health with    
a friendly walking group. 

Where: Anthony Chabot (Clyde Woolridge)  

Hike up and down, about 5 miles passing through eucalyptus, 
oak/bay woodlands, open grasslands and shady creek canyons. 
Some parts moderate to strenuous. Bring water and a snack 
and wear comfortable hiking shoes/boots, sunscreen or a hat. 
Sorry no restrooms until half way.  
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Doug Siden Visitor Center 
at Crab Cove 

MAY 2023 MAY 2023 

Tue,  
May 9 
10:30-

11:45am 

Sea Squirts $  
Sea Squirt Program returns! Once a month share a morning of 
shoreline fun with your child. Play games, explore nature, sing 
songs, and do a craft related to the theme of the day!   

Ages 3-5 years. 

Topic: Everything Needs a Home   
 

Registration required. To register, scan the QR 
code or visit: tinyurl.com/seasquirts509 

Fee: $5 ($7 non-residents) 

Grunion Search  

A silver fish dancing on the sand in the middle of the night? Yes- 
grunion have been seen here in the past–will they show up this 
year? This is a rare spawning sight not to be missed!    

Ages 10+ years.   
 

Registration required. To register, scan the QR 
code or visit: tinyurl.com/5n8ah6zc   

Space is limited.  

 

IMPORTANT TO KNOW  

Bring a small flashlight that we will cover with red cellophane or 
tape to not harm the fish. No flash photography.   

Dress warmly as it can be very chilly at this hour.   

Meet at the Eighth Street and Otis Drive parking lot. We will open 
up the gate just before the program begins. Gate will then be 
locked but guests will be able to exit. Program will begin at Board 
Sports (aka surf shack) after everyone has checked in.  

 

Mon 
Morning, 

May 8 
1-3am  

Sat 
Morning,     
May 20       

Midnight-
2am 



Every 
Wed, 
Sat & 
Sun 
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Doug Siden Visitor Center 
at Crab Cove 

MAY 2023 MAY 2023 

Sun,  
May 7 
11am-
4pm 

Mothers Day Celebration 

Enjoy Mother Nature while celebrating all mothers! Learn about 
some of the amazing ways animal mothers take care of their babies. 
Visit the swell shark and see what her eggs look like. Take some 
time to make a special card or award for your mother to thank her 
for all the great things she does!    

Saturday & Sunday Strolls 

Wake up and walk into nature. Each time we will explore a 
different park and the natural wonders within. Hikes range from 2-
5 miles.    
 

Sun, May 7: Crab Cove Marine Protected Area  

Take a morning beach stroll along Alameda's shoreline. Enjoy the 2
-mile stretch of Bay Trail that will take the group to the Elsie 
Roemer Bird Sanctuary. Meander your way back and explore what 
the tide brings in. Bring water and sun protection.  

 

Sat, May 20: Kennedy Grove  

Take this short almost-2-mile hike with some steep portions, great 
views of the dam, oak/bay and eucalyptus forests.   

Sun,   
May 7 
9:30-

11:30am 

Sat,    
May 20 
9:30-
11am 



Every 
Wed, 
Sat & 
Sun 
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Doug Siden Visitor Center 
at Crab Cove 

MAY 2023 MAY 2023 

Mon,  
May 29 
Noon-
4pm 

Memorial Day Open House 

Enjoy the beach, then come in to meet our turtle and snake, visit 
the fish, make a craft, and more. Ongoing crafts: Make a flower to 
put on the Merchant Mariners memorial statue or recycle a 
stamp to make a button. Look through old photos or try our self-
guided history walk – ask at the front desk.   
 

SCHEDULED PROGRAMS 

1-1:30pm    Meet one of our reptile ambassadors.   

1:30-2pm    Learn to fold a flag and tie a simple knot.  

2-2:30pm    Listen to some nature stories.   

2:30-3:30pm   Low tide exploration.   

3:30-4pm    Another chance to meet one of our reptile 
    residents.  

Serpentine Prairie Walk  

Join a Park District Botanist and Naturalist as we explore one of 
the most diverse native grasslands in California! Serpentine soil 
allows native plants to grow- find out what is being done to 
enhance and restore this special area. We also hope to see the 
beautiful, endangered wildflower- the Presidio Clarkia.   

Where: Redwood Regional Park (Trudeau Center) 

Wear a hat and/or sunscreen and bring water. Bring a hand lens 
for a closer look at the plants (optional). Ages 10 and up.  

Registration required. To register, scan the QR 
code or visit: tinyurl.com/sj47bb55  

Space is limited.  

Sat,    
May 13 
9:30-

11:30am 



Every 
Wed, 
Sat & 
Sun 

 

 

 

 

Campfires at  Anthony Chabot 

FREE!  Join us for after-dark fun! Learn about the parks and 
nature around you through games, songs, photos and stories 
around the campfire. New topic each week. Non-campers are 
welcome to come in for the program!  

Where: Anthony Chabot (Campground Amphitheater)  
 

Topic: Owls- Silent Hunters of the Night 
 

PARK ACCESS CLOSURE: Due to recent storm 
damage, the Park is not accessible via Redwood Rd 
from I-580 westbound in Castro Valley. You must 
access via Redwood Rd from Skyline Blvd.   
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Doug Siden Visitor Center 
at Crab Cove 

MAY 2023 MAY 2023 

Sat,  
May 27 
8-9pm 



Every 
Wed, 
Sat & 
Sun 
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Doug Siden Visitor Center 
at Crab Cove 

MAY 2023 MAY 2023 

Sat,  
May 20 
2-4pm 

Volunteer Opportunities  

Sand Dune Habitat Restoration  

Encinal Beach: In 2020, a beautiful sand dune habitat was created 
at Encinal Beach, with unique California native plants. We need the 
help of weed warriors/good Samaritans to pull invasive weeds, 
preventing them from taking over, for the benefit of wildlife and 
humans. Snacks and refreshments served; tools provided. Students 
earn community service hours. Heavy rain cancels. Ages 8 and up.  

 

Registration required. To register, scan the QR 
code or visit: nyurl.com/5n8z87ys   

Space is limited.  
 

IMPORTANT NOTE: If you are between the ages of 13-17 and 
coming by yourself, it is required to bring a liability form signed by a 
parent/guardian. Please email Michael at mcharnofsky@ebparks.org for 
the form. If you are part of a group, please contact Michael before 
registering.  

  


