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Park & Recreation Facility- Class II 

Nominee: Shoreline Public Access, Sea Level Rise, and Habitat Restoration Projects  

2021 Awardee Nominee's Organization: East Bay Regional Park District, CA 
Population: 2.8 million 

 
       The East Bay Regional Park District (EBRPD), located in the San Francisco Bay Area, completed three 

projects in 2020 to provide public access, mitigate sea level rise, and restore wildlife habitat. These 

project sites are in the cities of Bay Point, Albany, and Oakland. These projects are exceptional 

examples of forward-thinking endeavors that thoughtfully constructed sustainable public access for the 

entire SF Bay area and especially for the adjacent communities.  

      The Bay Point Regional Shoreline Restoration Project included enhanced amenities such as ADA 

restrooms, drinking water, and shade structures. This project incorporated an innovative adaptive-

retreat design to address projected sea level rise. Diverse habitats and structures were created 

including transition zones, tidal channels, and other marsh features which facilitated tidal exchange and 

controlled seasonal inundation.  

     The Albany Beach project closed the last critical gap in the SF Bay Trail between Emeryville and 

Richmond, added new amenities, and habitat improvements on the beach area and dunes. The 

completion of this project follows decades of planning, community and stakeholder engagement, and 

overcoming challenging engineering design to successfully construct portions of the trail cutting into a 

steep rock slope.  

     The Judge John Sutter Regional Shoreline project is the culmination of 50+ years of diverse 

community engagement and regional collaboration among nine agencies. This 22.47-acre park is 

located along at the foot of the eastern span of the SF-Oakland Bay Bridge. The project was funded and 

constructed by Caltrans in partnership with EBRPD. The 600’ observation pier, built using re-purposed 

old bay bridge footings, provides waterfront access with unique views of the bay. Park amenities 

included ADA restrooms, security lighting, and interpretive panels with the region’s rich transportation 

history. A trail connects to the bridge, providing a four-mile link from Emeryville to Yerba Buena Island. 

 
Primary Contact 
Katy Hornbeck 
East Bay Regional Park District 
2950 Peralta Oaks Ct, 
Oakland, CA 94605-0381   
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