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NESTING TRENDS AND DISTURBANCE SOURCES IN THE EAST BAY REGIONAL PARK DISTRICT
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RESULTS
ABSTRACT

Bald Eagle nesting trends at Lake Chabot and Del Valle can be found in Tables | and 2.
Reactions to disturbances at both locations can be seen in Figures 2 and 3. Predatory birds
such as Red-tailed Hawks, Ravens, and Crows make up 42% of disturbances at Lake Chabot
and 36% at Del Valle; while boats make up 48% of disturbances at Lake Chabot and cars 50%
at Del Valle as seen in Figures 4 and 5.

DISCUSSION

The recovery of the Bald Eagle population has provided the opportunity for more nests to be
established closer to human activity. One study conducted within California’s Plumas County
showed promising results for nesting Bald Eagle pairs near the Lake Almanor Region. Despite
the level of human activity in the area, it was found that there was no detrimental impact on
/ the Bald Eagle pairs with an overall population increase of 67% between the years of 1988
[ Y and 2006 (D. Airola, 2007). Comparably, the nesting pairs of Bald Eagles at Chabot and Del
INTRODUCTION I . Valle have experienced similar success rates with no significant impact of human disturbance
\ 6 observed. The data seems to indicate that Eagles are adapting to and thriving in near urban
environments. This trend of gradually increasing numbers of nesting pairs throughout the
state of California is a welcomed sight and a tribute to the Endangered Species Act.
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