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The gopher snake (Pituophis catenifer) is sometimes mistaken for a rattlesnake, and this 
similarity may help it to ward off potential predators. Its general coloration and behavior 
mimic the venomous rattlesnake, but the gopher snake is harmless. Found in nearly all Regional 
Parks, it is benefi cial to the environment and should be left alone. Photo by Steve Bobzien.
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