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Wild Plants of  
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This document contains a comprehensive list of the wild plants reported to be found in 
Mission Peak Regional Preserve. 
 
The plants are grouped according to their growth form for easy accessibility. These 
four groups are: Ferns & Horsetails, Grasses & Grasslike, Herbaceous, and Woody. 
 
The plants within each group are listed alphabetically by scientific name. Other 
information on each plant includes the common name, family, whether the plant is 
native or introduced, and its longevity. 
 
For quick reference, the upper left corner of each page displays both the group name 
(based on growth form) and the genus of the first scientific name. 
 
 
The abbreviations used: 
 
9    Checklist column for marking off the plants you observe 
Scientific Name According to The Jepson Manual: Higher Plants of California, 1993 
Common Name According to Jepson and other references (highly variable) 
Family   The scientific plant family name according to Jepson 
L   Longevity: Annual (a), Biennial (b), Perennial (p), or a combination 
N/I   Native (n) or Introduced (i) according to Jepson 
 
 
The listing of plants included in this document is by no means complete. The intent is 
to maintain an ongoing inventory to which additional plants can be added over time. 
Readers are encouraged to report any corrections or additions to this list by emailing 
the District Botanist (Wilde Legard, wlegard@ebparks.org). This welcomed assistance 
will help facilitate improved management of the Park District’s natural resources. 
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Scientific Name Common Name N/IFamily

Dryopteris
Ferns & Horsetails

√ L

Alphabetical by Scientific Name
Grouped by Growth Form

Fern, Coastal Wood nDryopteridaceae pDryopteris argutaO
Scouring Rush, Smooth nEquisetaceae pEquisetum laevigatumO
Fern, Goldenback nPteridaceae pPentagramma triangularis ssp. triangularisO
Fern, Polypody nPolypodiaceae pPolypodium calirhizaO
Fern, Leather-leaf nPolypodiaceae pPolypodium scouleriO
Fern, Bracken nDennstaedtiaceae pPteridium aquilinum var. pubescensO
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Scientific Name Common Name N/IFamily

Aira
Grasses & Grasslike

√ L

Alphabetical by Scientific Name
Grouped by Growth Form

Hair Grass, Silver European iPoaceae aAira caryophylleaO
Oat, Slender Wild iPoaceae aAvena barbataO
Quaking Grass, Little iPoaceae aBriza minorO
Brome, California nPoaceae pBromus carinatus var. carinatusO
Brome, Ripgut iPoaceae aBromus diandrusO
Brome, Soft iPoaceae aBromus hordeaceusO
Brome, Spanish iPoaceae aBromus madritensis ssp. madritensisO
Brome, Poverty iPoaceae aBromus sterilisO
Dogtail Grass, Hedgehog iPoaceae aCynosurus echinatusO
Spikerush, Common nCyperaceae pEleocharis macrostachyaO
Spikerush, Parish nCyperaceae pEleocharis parishiiO
Wild Rye, Blue nPoaceae pElymus glaucus ssp. glaucusO
Barley, Meadow nPoaceae pHordeum brachyantherum ssp. brachyantherumO
Barley, Mediterranean iPoaceae aHordeum marinum ssp. gussoneanumO
Barley, Hare iPoaceae aHordeum murinum ssp. leporinumO
Rush, Congested Toad nJuncaceae aJuncus bufonius var. congestusO
Rye Grass, Awned Italian iPoaceae pLolium multiflorumO
Melic Grass, California nPoaceae pMelica californicaO
Melic Grass, Coast Range nPoaceae pMelica imperfectaO
Melic Grass, Torrey nPoaceae pMelica torreyanaO
Needle Grass, Purple nPoaceae pNassella pulchraO
Blue Grass, Annual iPoaceae aPoa annuaO
Blue Grass, One-side nPoaceae pPoa secunda ssp. secundaO
Cattail nTyphaceae pTypha sp.O
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Scientific Name Common Name N/IFamily

Achillea
Herbaceous

√ L

Alphabetical by Scientific Name
Grouped by Growth Form

Yarrow nAsteraceae pAchillea millefoliumO
Blow Wives nAsteraceae aAchyrachaena mollisO
Fiddleneck, Common nBoraginaceae aAmsinckia menziesii var. intermediaO
Pimpernel, Scarlet iPrimulaceae aAnagallis arvensisO
Bur-chervil iApiaceae aAnthriscus caucalisO
Columbine, Red / Crimson nRanunculaceae pAquilegia formosaO
Mustard, Tower nBrassicaceae pArabis glabra var. glabraO
Mugwort, California nAsteraceae pArtemisia douglasianaO
Aster, Broadleaf nAsteraceae pAster radulinusO
Milkvetch, San Juaquin nFabaceae pAstragalus asymmetricusO
Winter Cress, Erect-pod nBrassicaceae pBarbarea orthocerasO
Bellardia iScrophulariaceae aBellardia trixagoO
Mustard, Black iBrassicaceae aBrassica nigraO
Mariposa Lily nLiliaceae pCalochortus sp.O
Bindweed or Morning Glory nConvolvulaceae pCalystegia sp.O
Morning Glory, Shortstem nConvolvulaceae pCalystegia subacaulis ssp. subacaulisO
Milkmaids nBrassicaceae pCardamine californica (both var.)O
Thistle, Italian iAsteraceae aCarduus pycnocephalusO
Paintbrush, Common Indian nScrophulariaceae pCastilleja affinis ssp. affinisO
Owl's Clover, Purple nScrophulariaceae aCastilleja exserta ssp. exsertaO
Thistle, Yellow Star iAsteraceae aCentaurea solstitialisO
Chickweed, Mouse-ear iCaryophyllaceae aCerastium glomeratumO
Pineapple Weed nAsteraceae aChamomilla suaveolensO
Soap Plant, Common nLiliaceae pChlorogalum pomeridianum var. pomeridianumO
Thistle, Bull iAsteraceae bCirsium vulgareO
Clarkia, Fourspot Winecup nOnagraceae aClarkia purpurea ssp. quadrivulneraO
Clarkia nOnagraceae aClarkia sp.O
Claytonia, Common Pale nPortulacaceae aClaytonia exigua ssp. exiguaO
Claytonia, Small-flower nPortulacaceae aClaytonia parviflora ssp. parvifloraO
Miner's Lettuce, Angle-leaf nPortulacaceae aClaytonia perfoliata ssp. mexicanaO
Poison Hemlock iApiaceae bConium maculatumO
Cardoon / Artichoke Thistle iAsteraceae pCynara cardunculusO
Hound's Tongue, Large nBoraginaceae pCynoglossum grandeO
Larkspur, California nRanunculaceae pDelphinium californicum ssp. californicumO
Larkspur, Pale Western nRanunculaceae pDelphinium hesperium ssp. pallescensO
Blue Dicks nLiliaceae pDichelostemma capitatum ssp. capitatumO
Shooting Star, Padre nPrimulaceae pDodecatheon clevelandii ssp. patulumO
Shooting Star, Mosquitobills nPrimulaceae pDodecatheon hendersoniiO
Fuchsia, California nOnagraceae pEpilobium canum ssp. canumO
Daisy, Francis Leafy nAsteraceae pErigeron foliosus var. franciscensisO
Daisy, Common / Philadelphia nAsteraceae bpErigeron philadelphicusO
Buckwheat nPolygonaceae apEriogonum sp.O
Filaree, Long-beaked iGeraniaceae aErodium botrysO
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Scientific Name Common Name N/IFamily

Erodium
Herbaceous

√ L

Alphabetical by Scientific Name
Grouped by Growth Form

Filaree, Red-stem iGeraniaceae aErodium cicutariumO
Poppy, California nPapaveraceae pEschscholzia californicaO
Fluffweed, California nAsteraceae aFilago californicaO
Bedstraw, Goosegrass iRubiaceae aGalium aparineO
Bedstraw, Climbing nRubiaceae pGalium porrigens var. porrigensO
Geranium, Purpletip Cut-leaf iGeraniaceae aGeranium dissectumO
Geranium, Hairy Dove's Foot iGeraniaceae aGeranium molleO
Gilia, California Blue nPolemoniaceae aGilia achilleifolia ssp. achilleifoliaO
Gilia, Bird's-eye nPolemoniaceae aGilia tricolor ssp. tricolorO
Parsnip, Cow nApiaceae pHeracleum lanatumO
Mustard, Shortpod iBrassicaceae bpHirschfeldia incanaO
Cat's-ear, Smooth iAsteraceae aHypochaeris glabraO
Cat's-ear, Rough iAsteraceae pHypochaeris radicataO
Lettuce, Prickly iAsteraceae aLactuca serriolaO
Pea, Pale Purple Pacific nFabaceae pLathyrus vestitus var. vestitusO
Duckweed, Common Lesser nLemnaceae pLemna minorO
Lessingia, Common nAsteraceae pLessingia filaginifolia var. filaginifoliaO
Linanthus, Bicolor nPolemoniaceae aLinanthus bicolorO
Star, Woodland nSaxifragaceae pLithophragma affineO
Biscuit Root, Spring Gold nApiaceae pLomatium utriculatumO
Deerweed, Bird's-foot iFabaceae pLotus corniculatusO
Lotus, California nFabaceae aLotus wrangelianusO
Lupine, Miniature Dove nFabaceae aLupinus bicolorO
Lupine, Chick nFabaceae aLupinus microcarpus var. microcarpusO
Lupine nFabaceae apLupinus sp.O
Loosestrife, California nLythraceae pLythrum californicumO
Mallow, Bull iMalvaceae aMalva nicaeensisO
Manroot, Common / California nCucurbitaceae pMarah fabaceusO
Bur Clover, California iFabaceae aMedicago polymorphaO
Monkey Flower, Golden nScrophulariaceae pMimulus guttatusO
Wishbone Bush nNyctaginaceae pMirabilis californicaO
Coyotemint, Common nLamiaceae pMonardella villosa ssp. villosaO
Nemophila, Variable-leaf nHydrophyllaceae aNemophila heterophyllaO
Sweet Cicely, Mountain nApiaceae pOsmorhiza chilensisO
Buttercup, Bermuda iOxalidaceae pOxalis pes-capraeO
Comb-fruit, Little nBoraginaceae aPectocarya pusillaO
Yampah, Kellogg nApiaceae pPerideridia kelloggiiO
Phacelia, California / Rock nHydrophyllaceae pPhacelia californicaO
Phacelia, Wild Heliotrope nHydrophyllaceae aPhacelia distansO
Ox-tongue, Bristly iAsteraceae abPicris echioidesO
Popcorn Flower, Valley nBoraginaceae aPlagiobothrys canescensO
Plectritis, Pale nValerianaceae aPlectritis brachystemonO
Sea Blush nValerianaceae aPlectritis congestaO
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Scientific Name Common Name N/IFamily

Potentilla
Herbaceous

√ L

Alphabetical by Scientific Name
Grouped by Growth Form

Cinquefoil, Sticky nRosaceae pPotentilla glandulosa ssp. glandulosaO
Buttercup, California nRanunculaceae pRanunculus californicusO
Buttercup, Sacramento Valley nRanunculaceae pRanunculus canusO
Water Cress, White nBrassicaceae pRorippa nasturtium-aquaticumO
Sheep Sorrel iPolygonaceae pRumex acetosellaO
Dock, Curly iPolygonaceae pRumex crispusO
Dock, Bitter iPolygonaceae pRumex obtusifoliusO
Dock, Fiddle iPolygonaceae pRumex pulcherO
Tea, California nFabaceae pRupertia physodesO
Chia nLamiaceae aSalvia columbariaeO
Sanicle, Purple nApiaceae pSanicula bipinnatifidaO
Sanicle, Pacific Woodland nApiaceae pSanicula crassicaulisO
Saxifrage, California nSaxifragaceae pSaxifraga californicaO
Shepherd's Needle iApiaceae aScandix pecten-venerisO
Figwort, California nScrophulariaceae pScrophularia californica ssp. californicaO
Butterweed, California Woolly nAsteraceae pSenecio aronicoidesO
Groundsel, Common iAsteraceae aSenecio vulgarisO
Pink, Windmill iCaryophyllaceae aSilene gallicaO
Thistle, Milk iAsteraceae abSilybum marianumO
Charlock, Yellow iBrassicaceae aSinapis arvensisO
Mustard, Hedge iBrassicaceae aSisymbrium officinaleO
Grass, Blue-eyed nIridaceae pSisyrinchium bellumO
Sow Thistle, Common iAsteraceae aSonchus oleraceusO
Hedge Nettle, Common Rigid nLamiaceae pStachys ajugoides var. rigidaO
Chickweed, Common iCaryophyllaceae aStellaria mediaO
Chickweed, Shiny nCaryophyllaceae aStellaria nitensO
Dandelion, Common iAsteraceae bpTaraxacum officinaleO
Tauschia, Hartweg nApiaceae pTauschia hartwegiiO
Meadow Rue, Foothill nRanunculaceae pThalictrum fendleri var. polycarpumO
Clover, Pinpoint nFabaceae aTrifolium gracilentum var. gracilentumO
Clover, Rose iFabaceae aTrifolium hirtumO
Clover, Subterranean iFabaceae aTrifolium subterraneumO
Clover, Tomcat nFabaceae aTrifolium willdenoviiO
Trillium, Giant nLiliaceae pTrillium chloropetalumO
Ithuriel's Spear nLiliaceae pTriteleia laxaO
Nettle, Creek Stinging nUrticaceae pUrtica dioica ssp. holosericeaO
Speedwell, American Brooklime nScrophulariaceae pVeronica americanaO
Vetch, Spring iFabaceae aVicia sativa ssp. sativaO
Vetch, Hairy iFabaceae abVicia villosa ssp. villosaO
Johnny-Jump-Up / Wild Pansy nViolaceae pViola pedunculataO
Mule's Ear, Narrow-leaf nAsteraceae pWyethia angustifoliaO
Mule's Ear, Gray nAsteraceae pWyethia helenioidesO
Pondweed, Horned nZannichelliaceae pZannichellia palustrisO
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Scientific Name Common Name N/IFamily

Acer
Woody

√ L

Alphabetical by Scientific Name
Grouped by Growth Form

Maple, Bigleaf nAceraceae pAcer macrophyllumO
Buckeye, California nHippocastanaceae pAesculus californicaO
Serviceberry, Utah nRosaceae pAmelanchier utahensisO
Sagebrush, California nAsteraceae pArtemisia californicaO
Coyote Bush nAsteraceae pBaccharis pilularisO
Dogwood, Creek nCornaceae pCornus sericea ssp. ?O
Creambush / Ocean Spray nRosaceae pHolodiscus discolorO
Honeysuckle, Hairy Vine nCaprifoliaceae pLonicera hispidula var. vacillansO
Lupine, Bay Area Silver nFabaceae pLupinus albifrons var. collinusO
Monkey Flower, Bush nScrophulariaceae pMimulus aurantiacusO
Olive iOleaceae pOlea europaeaO
Sycamore, Western nPlatanaceae pPlatanus racemosaO
Cherry, Bitter nRosaceae pPrunus emarginataO
Chokecherry, Western nRosaceae pPrunus virginiana var. demissaO
Oak, Coast Live nFagaceae pQuercus agrifolia var. agrifoliaO
Oak, California Black nFagaceae pQuercus kelloggiiO
Gooseberry, Canyon nGrossulariaceae pRibes menziesiiO
Gooseberry, Fuchsia-flower nGrossulariaceae pRibes speciosumO
Rose, Wood nRosaceae pRosa gymnocarpaO
Blackberry, Native California nRosaceae pRubus ursinusO
Willow, Red nSalicaceae pSalix laevigataO
Willow, Arroyo nSalicaceae pSalix lasiolepisO
Elderberry, Blue nCaprifoliaceae pSambucus mexicanaO
Snowberry, Creeping nCaprifoliaceae pSymphoricarpos mollisO
Poison Oak nAnacardiaceae pToxicodendron diversilobumO
Bay Laurel, California nLauraceae pUmbellularia californicaO
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