
Lt. Colonel Juan Bautista de Anza, 
Father Pedro Font, and a small 
group of settlers and soldiers jour-
neyed by horseback through what 
is now Alameda and Contra Costa 
Counties from March 31 through 
April 5, 1776. Traveling north, 
they most likely used established 
Indian trails along the base of the 
hills, where views were expansive 
above the marshy lowlands. After 
traveling along San Pablo and 
Suisun Bays, the impenetrable 
marshlands of the Delta prevented 
further eastward exploration, 
forcing an early return back to 
Monterey.

Welcome to the homeland of the 
Alson, an Ohlone-speaking tribe.

Mission San Jose, just three 
miles away at 43300 Mission 
Blvd., was founded in 1797 as 
an indirect result of exploration 
done twenty-one years earlier by 
the Anza Expedition. The Spanish 
Missions “were founded to secure 
Spain’s claim to this land and to 
teach the native people Christian-
ity and the Spanish way of life.” 
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Mission Peak

From the Mission San Jose website 

This panel funded in part by the National Park Service 
Challenge Cost Share Program in partnership with the 
East Bay Regional Park District. 
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The Anza party overlooking the Golden 
Gate from what is now San Francisco.

Pa
in

tin
g 

by
 D

av
id

 R
ic

km
an

, c
ou

rt
es

y 
of

 th
e 

N
at

io
na

l P
ar

k 
Se

rv
ic

e 
D

ra
w

in
g 

by
 L

in
da

 Y
am

an
e 

(R
um

si
en

, a
n 

O
hl

on
e 

tr
ib

e)

Map created by Planning & Stewardship, & GIS Services 
Dept., August 2010. Data sources include: NPS Juan 
Bautista de Anza Historic Trail, NPS Auto Tour Route, 
NPS Expedition Trail Corridor, EBRPD GIS Data, 
TeleAtlas Road Network, and USGS Elevation Data.

Dates and stories taken from the diaries of Anza and Font, courtesy of 
the Center for Advanced Technology in Education, University of Oregon, 
www.anza.uoregon.edu.
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When Anza and his followers traveled 
through the Bay Area, numerous groups of 
native peoples were living comfortably in 
small villages that dotted the landscape. 
This is what one of those villages may 
have looked like.

 Anza Expedition of 1776


