East Bay

Regional Park District

TO: PARK ADVISORY COMMITTEE
FROM: GLENN KIRBY, CHAIR
SUBJECT: PARK ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Date: July 26, 2010
Location: 2950 Peralta Oaks Court, Oakland
Time: 7:00 p.m. - Regular Meeting
6:45 p.m. Social (Refreshments & Relaxation — all members and guests)
7:00 p.m. REGULAR MEETING
1. Approval of Minutes — June 28, 2010
2. Introductions
7:05 p.m. 3. Board Member Comments — Ayn Wieskamp
7:15 p.m. 4, Public Comments
7:25 p.m. 5. Presentations:
(I) a. Social Media Program Guidelines — Carol Johnson, Community Relations
Coordinator (10 minutes)
() b. Review Trails Checklist — Brian Wiese, Chief, Planning, Stewardship &
GIS & Raphael Breines, Senior Park Planner (15 minutes)
(R) c. Black Diamond Mines Naming — Brian Wiese, Planning, Stewardship &
GIS & Anne Rivoire, Park Planner, Planning & Stewardship
(10 minutes)
8:00 p.m. 6. PAC Member Comments
8:10 p.m. 7. Report from the Chair — Glenn Kirby
8:20 p.m. 8. Board Committee Reports
9. Status of Recommendations
10. Old Business
11. New Business
8:30 p.m. 12.  Adjournment September 27, 2010 Meeting
August - Summer Break
(A) Action (I) Information (R) Recommendation
ATTACHMENTS
1. Memo —~ Social Media Program Guidelines
2. Memo — Review Trails Checklist
3. Memo - Black Diamond Mines Naming
4. Workplan 2010
5. Status of Recommendations
6. Articles & Correspondence
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EAST BAY REGIONAL
PARK DISTRICT

TO: Park Advisory Committee
FROM: Carol Johnson, Community Relations Manager
DATE: July 19, 2010

SUBJECT: Social Media Program Guideline

Public Affairs AGM Rosemary Cameron and Carol Johnson, Community Relations
Manager will make a presentation featuring “Social Media” and the District’s new social
media guideline intended to educate and coordinate the use of all social marketing
technology practices used throughout the Park District.

The presentation will also highlight some recent successful applications of social media
used to expand outreach of programs and information to new audiences.

Board of Directors

Ted Radke Doug Siden Beverily Lane Carol Severin john Sutcer Yhitney Dotson Ayn Wieskamp Pat O'Brien
President Vice-President Treasurer Secretary Ward 2 Ward | Ward 5 General Manager
Ward 7 Ward 4 Ward 6 Ward 3
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TO: Park Advisory Committee
FROM: Raphael Breines
DATE: July 26,2010

SUBJECT: Review of Trail Use Change Checklist Program

Senior Park Planner Raphael Breines will present a brief history of the Trail Use Change Checklist Program
and get feedback from PAC members as to how to improve the checklist process.

The Trail Use Change Checklist Program evolved from a bicycle matrix that was developed by a committee
assigned by the Board of Directors to review Ordinance #38 and bicycle uses of existing trails. The
checklist, which is included as Attachment |, was developed to address all trail use change requests. It
provides staff and the public with a specific tool for evaluating requests for changes in use to an existing trail.
District staff, interested individuals and organizations may submit trail use change proposals to staff through
the East Bay Area Trails Council, which represents a variety of trail user interests and organizations. Staff
may review up to two new trail use change proposals annually. Proposals that merit checklist evaluation are
considered in a series of public meetings and ultimately by the Board of Directors as an amendment to
Ordinance #38 trail use regulations. Attachment 2 includes a flowchart of the use change process.

A history of the Trail Use Change Checklist Program follows:

TRAIL NAME REGIONAL PARK DECISION¥*

I) Heron Bay and 2) Swallow Bay Del Valie Approved
Brandon Lake Chabot Approved

Zeile Creek Garin Approved

I) Mollok and 2) Coyote Morgan Territory Rejected by Staff
Pioneer Dry Creek Pioneer Rejected by Staff
I) Rocky Ridge Road and 2) Upper Las Trampas Rejected by Staff

2006-07 Pine Tree (uphill only) Briones Rejected by Board

Towhee Anthony Chabot Rejected by Staff
Sobrante Ridge Sobrante Ridge Rejected by Staff
2007-08 Panorama Mission Peak Approved
Stream (uphill only) Redwood Rejected by Staff
2008-09 Hayfield Briones Approved
Vollmer Peak Tilden Rejected by Staff
2009-10 Laurel Canyon Road Tilden Nature Area Rejected by Staff

*Approved: for bicycle use

Attachments: 1) Trail Use Change Checklist and 2) Process Flowchart

Board of Directors

Ted Radke Doug Siden Beverly Lane’ Carol Severin John Sutter Whitney Dotson Ayn Wieskamp Pat O'Brien
President _ Vice-President Treasurer Secretary Ward 2 Ward | Ward 5 General Manager
Ward 7 Ward 4 Ward 6 Ward 3
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PAC MATERIAL John Waters Naming

DATE: July 19,2010
TO: Parks Advisory Committee
FROM: Anne Rivoire, Park Planner, Planning, Stewardship & GIS

SUBJECT: Naming Recommendation to honor John Waters at Black Diamond
Mines Regional Preserve: for July 26t PAC Meeting

RECOMMENDATION

Under the East Bay Regional Park District’s Naming Policy, the PAC is requested to consider
the naming of a room in the Hazel-Atlas Mine at Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve in
recognition of former Mine Manager John Waters, and to forward a positive recommendation
to the Board of Directors for approval (See exhibit A- Naming Policy and Guidelines).

This proposal has been reviewed by District staff and will be presented to the Board Executive
Committee on July 22, 2010. The Executive Committee will forward a recommendation
regarding the proposed name and site to the PAC and the Board of Directors for consideration
under the Naming Policy.

For additional information about this proposal prior to the July 26, 2010 PAC meeting, please
contact Anne Rivoire at extension 2351 or by email at arivoire@ebparks.org.

BACKGROUND

Project Background

Staff at Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, including those associated with the Hazel-Atlas
Mine, recommend that a room in the mine be named the “John Waters Auditorium” to honor
the life of John Waters, the previous Mine Manager. Mr. Waters is credited with conceiving and
establishing the underground Mining Museum including significant contributions to make the
mine safe for educational purposes. There has been no other formal recommendation of John
Woaters' accomplishments; therefore this project would not be redundant.

Testaments

“John was a true renaissance man. He not only managed Black Diamond mines, he re-created the
essence of the mining experience, and even saved the mines from certain closure during the early days
of our attempt to have a mine park.” — Pat O’Brien

“We probably wouldn’t have that park if it wasn’t for him.” — Ted Radke
John Waters Biography

John Waters worked for the East Bay Regional Park District for 38 years before retiring in 2006.
He died on January |3, 2009 after a long illness. He was 68 years old.

John's achievements include:
e Compiled the District’s first sign manual to standardize signage and graphics



e Designed the parking lot, picnic areas and water system for Black Diamond

e Established Hazel-Atlas Mining Museum and Greathouse Visitor Center

e Acquired approximately 4 million dollars in funding through the Office of Surface Mining
(OSM) for mine closure work

e Developed the underground special use program, allowing use of the mines for scientific
research and academic study

e Maintained a safe facility: no injuries or death in abandoned mines on East Bay Regional
Park District lands

John Waters was born in Seattle, WA. He attended the University of Colorado and majored in
Geology. Although he did not graduate, his professional accomplishments eventually enabled him
to become a member of the American Institute of Mining Engineers and also a federally certified
Mine Safety Instructor.

John joined the East Bay Regional Park District staff in 1968 as a ranger at Tilden. He went on to
work at Wildcat and Redwood Parks, and also became the first Resource Analyst in the Park
District’s Planning and Design Department. While in that position, John developed a manual that
standardized the District’s signage and graphics, an accomplishment that he saw as one of his
major career achievements.

During the 1970’s, when the District began acquiring the land that would make up Black
Diamond Mines, the abandoned mines, with shafts open to the surface, were a serious liability
issue. There was a high potential that unauthorized entry by park visitors could lead to injury
and even death. As the park’s first supervisor from 1981 to 1986, John made securing the mines
and creating a safe environment his top priority. He also worked on improving public access;
designing the main parking lot, picnic areas, and water systems. Eventually, the concept emerged
to make the mines accessible for educational purposes. This concept became the heart of john’s
work for the rest of his career with the Park District. His efforts to make the mines safe
continued until 1995 when he was appointed to the position of Mine Manager until his
retirement in 2006.

John’s most notable contribution to the Park District was his work to fulfill the goal of making
the Hazel-Atlas Mine into a representation of an underground silica sand mine from the 1930s.
The project was very complex and required great attention to detail to ensure historical
accuracy and the mine’s safety. Under John's direction, the mine was renovated and
reconstructed with support timbers, work stations, ore car tracks, stairways and bridges. In
addition, under John’s watchful eye, the park acquired many authentic pieces of equipment
typical of a 1930s sand mining operation. The Hazel-Atlas Underground Mining Museum was
opened to the public in 1985. It currently averages 17,000 visitors annually.

in addition to overseeing the development of the underground museum, John Waters also
worked to develop a relationship with the Federal Office of Surface Mining (OSM). Through
John's efforts, the OSM spent an estimated $4 million to close dangerous mine entries at Black
Diamond. The techniques used to close the openings were often developed by John himself. He
also developed the underground special use program, allowing the use of the mines for scientific
research and academic study, a practice which continues today.

In light of John Waters’ significant contributions to the Park District, Planning Department staff
has determined that naming a room in the Hazel-Atlas mine the “John Waters Auditorium” is
appropriate under the District’'s Naming Policy. The background information and proposal to



name this room in honor of John Waters was provided by staff at Black Diamond Mines,
including Supervising Naturalist Traci Parent and the present Mine Supervisor, Gary Righettini.
The naming was initiated under recommendation from Boardmember Ted Radke.

Attachments:  Exhibit A - Naming Policy and Guidelines
Exhibit B - Photo of John Waters



Exhibit A: Park District Naming Policy

East Bay Regional Park District
Naming Policy and Guidelines

Adopted by EBRPD Board of Directors on April 20, 2004
Resolution No. 2004-04-73

The East Bay Regional Park District Board of Directors is responsible for the naming and
renaming of Regional Parks’, trails, features, areas, and facilities. Proposals for naming
and/or renaming may come from any source including Board members, staff, volunteers,
organizations and individuals.

The procedure for the naming of a Regional Parks, trails, features, areas and facilities
began with the District's establishment in 1934. Naming is a way to remember shared
history, to identify local natural resources and to honor individuals. Naming is also a
useful way to help park users interpret parkland resources and to orient themselves
while visiting the Regional Parks.

Recognition naming after persons living or deceased may be allowed in special cases.
The District’'s preference is to express appreciation for contributions through awards,
events, tributes, publicity, commemorative items, mementos and letters of appreciation.
The number of features and facilities within EBRPD that may be named is finite. The
decision not to accept a naming proposal does not diminish the significance of public
service or the gratitude of the District to those who have contributed service or monetary
donations.

Naming Policy

Regional Parks, trails, features, areas and facilities will be named after natural
features such as plant and animal life, geographic, topographic or paleontological
features, or for cultural features such as archaeological and historic artifacts,
historic persons, families or events. Existing historically related names shall be
respected.

Naming in recognition of persons living or deceased may be allowed only in
special cases, and will be considered for substantial or outstanding contributions
of service, property or funds to the public good of the East Bay Regional Park
District, East Bay Region, Bay Area, State, or Nation. The East Bay Regional Park
District is not a venue for corporate or personal advertising. Corporate names will
not be considered for Regional Parks or significant geographic features, but in
special cases, may be considered for facility or area names.

Staff will maintain guidelines which will include more specific criteria for eligibility
and procedure. The EBRPD Board of Directors always maintains flexibility
interpreting the policy, and shall have final authority to name parkland features
and facilities as it deems appropriate.

' All parkland classifications including Regional Trails



Administrative Naming Guidelines

Staff will administer the Board’s Naming Policy according to the following guidelines.
These guidelines may be changed by the General Manager from time to time.

Naming Criteria

Naming of geographic or natural features, Regional Parks and Regional Trails after
individuals will be an exception, reserved for those nominations meeting the highest
threshold criteria. Recognition naming will more typically be applied to structures,
facilities, in-park trails and areas.

Naming is a special recognition that is considered for persons deserving exceptional
recognition for their unique, “substantial or outstanding” contributions, which will be
evaluated as follows:

* Did the individual’s contribution provide a major benefit to the District, or on a
local, regional, state or national scale?

+ Is the benefit sufficiently enduring so as to be apparent to future generations?

* Has the nominee already been substantially honored with recognition naming
in other places, particularly in the East Bay, which would make a proposal
redundant?

The District endeavors not to duplicate names within its system.
Naming Process

The name of a new Regional Park will be established in the District Master Plan,
although the name may be temporary in nature. Parkland naming will be finalized in an
appropriate planning document for the parkland unit or by separate Board Resolution.

The Planning/Stewardship Department will coordinate naming as a part of the
preparation and review of planning documents or on a case-by-case basis as requested
by the General Manager or Board of Directors. Naming requests will be evaluated as
follows:

o Staff will submit naming recommendations for review by the Board Executive
Committee.

e The Park Advisory Committee (PAC) will make naming recommendations to the
Board of Directors.

¢ The Board Executive Committee will review staff and PAC recommendations and
make a recommendation to the Board of Directors.

¢ The full Board will consider the naming proposal.

Minor naming or renaming for facilities and features will be established by a team led by
the Planning/Stewardship Department when requested by the Operations or Public
Safety Departments. Any names designated in this manner are temporary and will be
reviewed as a part of the next formal planning process for the Regional Park.



Recognition Naming Process

Naming after persons who have contributed significantly in service, property or monetary
donations to the East Bay Regional Park District, East Bay Region, Bay Area, State, or
Nation, or naming after elected officials and persons associated directly with the East
Bay Regional Park District will be considered on a case-by-case basis.

Recognition naming will be indicated on park brochure maps and may be further
described within a parkland at a facility such as a Visitors Center, both to recognize the
individual and to further public understanding of his/her contribution. The
Planning/Stewardship Department will maintain a database of facilities designated with
recognition names.

Recognition for significant monetary or land donations may arise because of an
individual gift or as a part of a coordinated fund-raising effort for the facility or area. The
individual gift will be reviewed for naming at the time that the gift is received by the
Board. The Land Acquisition Department will administer land donations and the Public
Affairs Department will administer monetary donations.

Specific fund-raising efforts for new park facilities or structures may contain a naming
element in recognition of donors who may fund major costs. “Facilities,” in these
circumstances, do not include trails. In such instances, the Public Affairs Department
will develop a Donor Naming Plan which will include both the specific naming
opportunities and the manner of recognition. Review of recognition naming for Donor
Naming Plans will follow the same review process as outlined in the “Naming Process”
above, although the PAC will provide comments rather than recommendations. If there
is a timing constraint with the gift or other impediment that precludes the PAC review,
the PAC will be informed of the staff's recommendation.



Exhibit B: Photo of John Waters at the Hazel-Atlas Mine
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ATTACHMENT 6

ARTICLES & CORRESPONDENCE



RECLAMATION

Managing Water in the West

The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation invites you to a

Public Workshop for the
Contra Loma Reservoir and Recreation Area

Resource Management Plan

Wednesday, August 4, 2010
6:00 - 9:00 pm

Sutter Elementary School * 3410 Longview Road ¢ Antioch, CA 94509

The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation is preparing a Resource e
Management Plan (RMP) for the Contra Loma Reservoir and The success of

Recreation Area (Contra Loma), which includes the Contra the Contra Loma
Loma Regional Park and the Antioch Community Park. -
This is your chance to help guide the future management of Resource Manage-
recreational uses and natural, cultural, and water resources at  ment Plan depends

Contra Loma. i
on public involve-

As public participants, you will have the opportunity to: ment. Attend the
» Learn about the planning and environmental review workshop to share
rocess
5 your thoughts and

« Identify key resource or land use issues at Contra Loma

i !
+ Provide opinions about the recreational uses and ideas!

facilities now at Contra Loma Regional Park and the

Antioch Community Park
Beverages and light snacks

+ |dentify opportuniti r improving resource man ment
ontity,opb g8io proving o anage. will be provided.

and recreational experiences

For more mformatuon about the pubhc workshop, please contact Ben Gettleman at 41 5-391 -7900
bgettleman@kearnswest.com or visit www.ebparks. orglplanmng For more information about the
RMP process, please contact Sheryl Carter at 559-487-5299 scarter@usbr gov

m U. 8. Department of the Interior

= ./ Bureau of Reclamation




What is the Contra Loma Reservoir and Recreation Area?

The Contra Loma Reservoir and Recreation Area encompasses an 80-acre reservoir, the 780-
acre Contra Loma Regional Park and the Antioch Community Park. The area is owned by the
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) and managed by the East Bay Regional Park District
(EBRPD), the Contra Costa Water District (CCWD) and the City of Antioch.

The reservoir regulates peak and short-term
water supplies and provides emergency storage
for CCWD customers throughout central and
eastern Contra Costa County. The reservoir is
managed and operated by CCWD. The facilities
at the regiona! park, managed by the EBRPD,
offer a variety of recreational uses, such as fish-
ing, picnicking, hiking, wildlife observation, and
swimming, and local residents use the Commu-
nity Park for soccer, baseball or softball, walking,
and picnicking.

What plan is being developed for
Contra Loma?

Reclamation is preparing a Resource Management Plan (RMP) for Contra Loma. The RMP will
be the guide for future land and water resources management decisions at Contra Loma. The
RMP is intended to establish uniform policy and land management guidelines that promote orga-
nized use, development, and management of Contra Loma while protecting water quality, water
supply, and natural and cultural resources. Reclamation will also prepare an Environmental Im-
L : pact Statement (EIS) to evaluate the environmental effects of imple-
menting the RMP. The RMP and EIS will be prepared as a single
document. A draft of the RMP/EIS will be available for public review
by the fall of 2012. :

What is the format of the August 4" workshop?

The workshop will begin with an overview presentation by the project
team, followed by an opportunity for participants to visit topic stations
(including current and future uses, natural resources, and others),

learn more about the process, and submit comments on those topics.

Why should | attend?

Engaged participation by the public, user organizations, and agencies
is critical to the success of this planning effort. Your ideas, concerns,
and comments will inform the development of the RMP/EIS for man-
agement of Contra Loma’s valuable resources.

What if | can’t attend the workshop in person?

If you are not able to attend the workshop, the presentation and meeting materials will be avail-
able at www.ebparks.org/planning. You may provide your comments, questions and concerns on
these issues to Ben Gettleman at: (415) 391-7900, bgettleman@kearnswest.com.

A second public workshop will take place in the winter of 2010 to summarize the results of the
public involvement process, to present possible alternatives for the RMP, and seek comments
about those alternatives. Visit the program website for more details as they become available:
www.ebparks.org/planning.
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Making the grass less flammable on the other
side of the fence

East Bay Parks show how fire prevention and habitat restoration
go hand in hand

In April the East Bay Regional Park District approved its long-awaited Vegetation Management Plan.

The Sierra Club Bay Chapter, along with the California Native Plant Society and Golden Gate Audubon Society,
had worked for at least 15 years with the Park District to develop a plan meeting two key goals:

« to prevent or at least limit another devastating wildland-urban wildfire like that of 1991;
« to restore native habitat and protect against the return of exotic vegetation.

After 1991, many people called for a 300 - 500-foot-wide clearcut, removing all vegetation. This swathe was
usually then neglected for years, while exotic vegetation took over. The exotics usually were more fire prone
and also more likely to intensify any fire that started. Hence, the simplistic approach was bad both for fires
and for native habitat.

The Park District responded to our call to develop a more sophisticated plan. The new plan calls for removal of
inappropriate vegetation, coordinated with prompt work to restore native habitat along the edges of the Park
District's hillside parks from Richmond down to San Leandro. Key exotics to be removed in this long-term
approach are Scotch and French broom and eucalyptus. Methods for removal include hand removal, grazing
by cattle and goats, and limited controlled burns. Restoration of native habitat should reduce long-term
maintenance costs because native habitat is easier to maintain and does not require returning periodically to
remove invading exotics.

The Club will continue to watch plan implementation, area by area.

Unfortunately, a small group opposing native-habitat restoration and supporting preservation of eucalyptus
groves has filed a lawsuit to block the plan. The Bay Chapter will be evaluating its options for how to support
this promising plan.

Norman La Force, Chapter chair

© 2010 San Francisco Sierra Club

Please report any problems with this page to the webmaster



Martinez Regional
[Land Trust secures

Measure WW funds

The East Bay Regional Park District (EBRPD) has allo-
cated $1,000,000 in Measure WW funds to the Martinez
Regional Land Trust to help complete the acquisition of 483
acres of open space in Franklin Canyon. In addition, the -
City of Hercules’ approved a resolution to contribute
$200,000 of the City’s Measure WW funds toward the pro-
ject at its June 22 City Council meeting. The Land Trust
holds an option to purchase the property that expires at the
end of June.

“This funding by, the East Bay Regional Park District
and the City of Hercules is a remarkable show of support
for this acquisition,” said Linus Eukel, Executive Director
of the Muir Heritage Land Trust. “Not only will it help us
meet our goal, these allocations illustrate that partnerships
strengtheri organizations and allow them to accomplish
‘much more than they can alone.”

Those partnerships include funding from private foun-
dations, public agencies, businesses and thousands of indi-

vidual contributors from all over the Bay Area. Partnerships :

and widespread support reflect the importance people place
in protecting our diminishing open spaces.

To secure the Franklin Canyon purchase, the Land TFrust
must raise the $2.6 million purchase price, plus $700,000 in
additional funds for the costs associated with the sale,
resource inventories, and restoration and stewardshipto
allow public access.

Voters in Alameda and Contra Costa counties approved
Measure WW. in 2008, which extended 1988’s Measure AA.
According to EBRPD, funds generated from Measure WW
will help meet the increasing demand to preserve open
space for recreation and wildlife habitat. :

The Franklin Canyon property. provides a scenic vista

from Highway 4 and is part of the city of Hercules. The par-

cel lies adjacent to the Land Trust’s 702-acre Fernandez

Ranch, which was opened to the public on June 5 ata dedi- .

cation attended by ~ 500 people. The Franklin Canyon
acquisition and Fernandez Ranch combined will total 1,185
acres of open space, providing contiguous wildlife habitat
and connections to significant public properties and trails,
including the East Bay Municipal Utility District’s Pinole
Valley Watershed and a section of the 550-mile Bay Area
Ridge Trail.

Many special-status and native animals and plants live
on the property, including the threatened Alameda whip-
snake, the threatened California red-legged frog, and the

Continued from Page Al

Mount Diablo sunflower (state

" listed'as rare and endangered).
* The Franklin Canyon acquisi-

tion will help prevent the frag-
mentation of vital habitat, which
can be devastating to native
wildlife.

Community support for
protecting the property has
been strong for two decades.
Since 1990, the City of Her-
cules'has considered proposals
for massive development of the
land that was met with resis-
tance from many: residents and
the wider environmental com-
munity. The most recent devel-
opment proposal, in 2001,
included more than 500 hous-
ing units, a 100-room hotel,

- offices and stores. That project

would have required extensive
grading, removing more than
3,000 oak trees and destruction

of 271 acres of habitat.

The City’s development
plans were twice curtailed by
Hercules voters. The most
recent was 2004’s Measure M,
a ballot initiative that limited:
development and protected
ecologically sensitive areas on
the land. Bhe property has
since remained in private hands
and is off limits to the public.
Acquisition of this open space
by the Land Trust will not only
provide permanent protection
of this entire property, it will
allow the public to enjoy the
land’s beautiful forests, val-
Ie.ys, grasslands and spectacular
views.

For more information, call
the office at (925) 228-5460 or
e-mail info@muirheritage-
landtrust.org.



Playgrounds in several Fremont parks to be upgraded

Fremont Bulletin Staff
Posted: 07/08/2010 02:45:52 PM PDT
Mercury News

——

by Wes Bowers

Several playgrounds and Tiny Tots play areas throughout the city will be upgraded
and renovated thanks to grants from the East Bay Regional Park District.

Fremont City Council unanimously voted June |15 to approve $3.17 million in
Measure WW grants for the Citywide Play Area Upgrade Project and the Tiny
Tots Play Area project.

Play areas in the Citywide Play Area Project include Frank Fisher Park in the
Ardenwood neighborhood, Central Park's main play area, Rix Park in Irvington,
and Peregrine, Warbler, Lowry and David Jones parks in northern Fremont.

Staff said $2.68 million in grant monies will be used for the Citywide Play Area
Project.

Tiny Tots play areas to be improved include Irvington, Centerville and Los
Cerritos community parks. Staff said nearly $490,000 has been allocated to the
Tiny Tots Play Area Upgrades project.

All of the sites listed have aging play structures and play areas that need upgrading
or replacement to comply with current Consumer Product Safety Commission
Guidelines for Play Area Design and the Americans with Disabilities Act,
according to staff.



"We've been able to keep (the structures) alive, but some are 20 years old or
even older," Fremont Parks and Recreation Director Annabell Holland said. "Most
are so old it's difficult to find replacements or even just replacement parts for
them."

Many of the play structures in question are made of plastic. Holland said there are
very few play structures in Fremont still made of wood. She added most play area
design rules have changed.

Current play areas allow for children of all ages to share all areas and equipment.
Today rules state age-appropriate areas cannot overlap. So an area designed for 3
year olds can't cross over into an area designed for children 5 and 6.

With 53 parks in the city, Holland said these seven are the last in Fremont that
need major overhauls. She said construction should begin next spring, and work
should be completed within three months.

Alameda and Contra Costa county voters in 2008 approved a $500 million
extension of the East Bay Regional Park District's 1988 Park Improvement Bond
Measure AA.

The new measure, renamed WW, includes $125 million for cities, special park
and recreation districts, county service areas and the Oakland Zoo for local park
and recreation projects.

As a result, City of Fremont was allocated $9.76 million to be used for various
city projects. The remaining $6.6 million after the park upgrades will be used for
other parks and recreation upgrades such as a new foundation on the Patterson
House, or upgrading restrooms at city parks, according to Holland.

Fremont's allocation is administered by the Local Grants Program and all projects
must be completed by Dec. 31, 2018.



This 4th to smell like victory for San Ramon couple

By Sophia Kazmi
Contra Costa Times
Posted: 07/02/2010 03:12:31 PM PDT

SAN RAMON — Love wasn't the only thing in the air.

Since 2004, San Ramon couple Arlie and Shari Smith have tried to enjoy a bench
on the Iron Horse Trail near Central Park that Arlie Smith had dedicated to Shari,
his wife of seven years.

The bench was in the prime location to cuddle up and watch the city's
Independence Day fireworks.

But there was a catch. Actually, there was a stench.

The bench was always downwind from portable toilets the city set up every year
for festival attendees.

"We never sat on the bench because the port-a-potties were right there," Arlie
Smith said.

The couple couldn't take it anymore. Last month, Arlie Smith asked the San
Ramon City Council during a public comment period if the city could consider
moving the portable toilets away from the bench a bit.

After a few chuckles at the meeting, the city said it will move the toilets so the
couple can breathe in peace.

The bench was a surprise Christmas gift for Shari, 41. The two are avid users of
the Iron Horse Trail, and like having a bench where they can rest.

It costs $2,500 to dedicate a bench, with a 4-inch-by-6-inch plaque, in an East
Bay Regional Park, according to the park district. Benches may be dedicated to
anyone living or dead. They cannot, however, be used for promotions or
advertisements.

Approximately 90 benches have been dedicated in East Bay Regional parks since
the program began in 2004.



Where the bench is located is determined by the park supervisor and the donor.
Arlie Smith wanted to dedicate his bench to the love of his life, he said.

The two met Jan. 4, 2002, at the Costco store in Danville, where Arlie works.
Shari was returning an item. Arlie said he moved the line so she would end up at
his register. Shari didn't have time for a relationship — she was caring full-time for
a woman she considered a mentor. But Arlie was different, she said. He worked
around her schedule.

"Every other guy would say, 'Call me when you're available,' " said Shari, an
independent consultant who shows people how to sell items on eBay.

The couple married the following year.

Arlie said he could not get over how patient and kind Shari was. He wants anyone
who sits down on their bench to know just how special his wife is with the
following inscription to his "Sunshine Shari": "You are the most kind, gentle,
adorable person | have ever met. | am proud to be your husband. Love, Arlie."

Contact Sophia Kazmi at 925-847-2122. Follow her at Twitter.com/sophiakazmi.















































































	Status of Recommendations_2010.pdf
	PARK ADVISORY COMMITTEE
	2010 Status of Recommendations



