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T
he area that is now

 R
ound V

alley R
egional Preserve w

as
once hom

e to C
alifornia Indians. It w

as probably a boundary
betw

een several different tribal groups, an area w
here

m
em

bers of E
ast B

ay and San Joaquin V
alley groups m

et
periodically to trade and socialize. E

vidence of N
ative

A
m

erican use has been uncovered at several archaeological
sites w

ithin the valley.
T

he land w
as purchased in 1873 by T

hom
as M

urphy, an
Irish im

m
igrant w

ho established a ranching and farm
ing

operation. M
urphy�s grandson, Jim

 M
urphy, sold the core

700 acres of R
ound V

alley to the E
ast B

ay R
egional Park

D
istrict in 1988. It w

as his w
ish that the land be preserved

in open space for public enjoym
ent, rather than used for

residential developm
ent, or, as w

as once proposed, a refuse
disposal site. A

 few
 old pieces of farm

 equipm
ent in the

preserve date to the late nineteenth century or early tw
entieth.

R
em

em
ber that all archaeologic and historic objects in the

preserve are protected by law
; please leave them

 undisturbed
for others to see.

T
he preserve is open for hiking, horseback riding and

bicycling (w
ith som

e restrictions). T
he clim

ate at the preserve
is arid and tem

peratures com
m

only exceed 100 degrees
Fahrenheit in the sum

m
er m

onths. B
e prepared for the

sum
m

er heat: use sunscreen, w
ear a hat and loose-fitting

clothing, w
ear good hiking shoes, and bring plenty of w

ater.
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  T
he 2,024-acre preserve contains non-

native grassland, oak w
oodland/savannah, shrubland and

riparian w
oodland plant com

m
unities. T

he grassland occurs
interspersed w

ith extensive stands of blue oak w
oodland/

savannah. R
ound V

alley itself is prim
arily annual grassland

w
ith valley oak lining the interm

ittent drainages. N
on-

native grasses, inadvertently introduced to C
alifornia by

early settlers, com
prise the annual grassland flora. T

he
dom

inant grasses are annual ryegrass, w
ild oats, soft chess,

and ripgut brom
e, w

ith w
ild barley, foxtail chess, red brom

e,
silver hairgrass, and annual bluegrass occurring in lesser
am

ounts. N
ative and non-native w

ildflow
ers occur in spring.

T
he steep, northeastern-facing slopes in the southw

estern
portion of the preserve support m

ixed oak w
oodland and

cham
ise/black sage/m

anzanita chaparral. R
iparian and

w
etland vegetation consisting of m

oisture-dependent grasses,
rushes, herbs, shrubs, and/or trees occur along R

ound V
alley

C
reek, w

hich is a tributary of M
arsh C

reek originating in
the uplands surrounding R

ound V
alley.

T
he southw

est corner of the preserve supports m
ixed oak

w
oodland containing blue, valley, coast live, interior live,

and black oak; C
alifornia buckeye; and C

alifornia bay laurel.
R

iparian vegetation occurs prim
arily along R

ound V
alley

C
reek, w

hich the M
iw

ok T
rail parallels beginning about

one-half m
ile from

 the staging area. T
he creek flow

s until
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m

 W
aln

u
t C

reek: From
 I-680, exit at Y

g
nacio Valley R

oad
.

P
roceed

 on Y
g

nacio Valley R
oad

 to C
layton R

oad
 in C

oncord
and

 turn rig
ht (east). C

layton R
oad

 b
ecom

es M
arsh C

reek R
oad

in C
layton. Proceed east on M

arsh C
reek R

oad, past D
eer Valley

R
oad

, until you reach the p
reserve stag

ing
 area on your rig

ht.
F

ro
m

 B
ren

tw
o

o
d: Take W

alnut B
lvd

. south to M
arsh C

reek R
oad

and
 turn rig

ht. W
hen M

arsh C
reek R

oad
 intersects w

ith C
am

ino
D

iab
lo R

oad
, b

ear rig
ht and

 stay on M
arsh C

reek R
oad

. You
w

ill 
re

a
c

h
 

th
e
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E
ast B

ay R
egional P

ark D
istrict

2950 Peralta O
aks C

ourt, P.O
. B

ox 5381
O

akland, C
A

 94605-0381   (510) 562-PA
R

K
http://w

w
w

.ebparks.org
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N
 to the public during hours posted at the park

entrance. U
nless otherw

ise posted, C
U

R
FE

W
 is betw

een the hours of 10
p.m

. and 5 a.m
., except for persons possessing a perm

it to rem
ain on parklands.

B
IC

Y
C

L
E

S m
ay be ridden on designated bicycle trails, and on fire or service

roads, unless otherw
ise posted. B

icycles are not perm
itted, either ridden,

w
alked or carried, in areas posted �N

o B
icycles,� or on narrow

 hiking or
narrow

 equestrian trails. State law
 requires that all bicyclists under age 18

w
ear an approved helm

et w
hile riding on trails and roadw

ays. R
iders should

call out or sound a w
arning w

hen overtaking other trail users.
D

ue to the presence of sensitive w
ildlife habitat, D

O
G

S are not allow
ed at

R
ound V

alley R
egional Preserve.

D
O

G
S A

R
E

 N
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T
 A

L
L
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W

E
D

 in R
ound V

alley R
egional Preserve.

SW
IM

M
IN

G
, W

A
D

IN
G

 and other w
ater contact activities are not perm

itted.
PL
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T
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O
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C
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R
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R
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JE
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T

S are protected by law
. Please do not disturb or rem

ove any of these
features.
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 by not releasing or feeding ducks, cats
or other anim

als. D
o not feed w

ild park anim
als; enjoy them

 from
 a distance.

FIR
E

S, FIR
E

W
O

R
K

S, B
A

R
B

E
C

U
E

S and C
A

M
P ST

O
V

E
S are not perm

itted.
FIR

E
A

R
M

S or B
O

W
S A

N
D

 A
R

R
O

W
S are not perm

itted on regional
parklands except at established ranges. C

rossbow
s, spears, slingshots, air

pistols or rifles, and other dangerous w
eapons are prohibited anyw

here on
regional parklands.
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late spring or early sum
m

er, after w
hich the w

ater pools at
intervals along the stream

course. T
ree cover along the banks

is sparse; vegetation includes spikerush, sedge, rabbitsfoot
grass, w

atercress, curly dock, m
onkey flow

er, and w
illow

.
W

IL
D

L
IF

E
  R

ound V
alley R

egional Preserve is habitat for
a w

ide variety of w
ildlife typical of that found in the E

ast
B

ay A
rea and also som

e species m
ore com

m
on to the C

entral
V

alley. A
s w

ith all C
alifornia valley and foothill environ-

m
ents, several species in this area have evolved to survive

w
ith only seasonal supplies of w

ater and green vegetation.
M

am
m

als in R
ound V

alley include the C
alifornia ground

squirrel, San Joaquin pocket m
ouse, A

udubon�s or desert
cottontails, and the endangered San Joaquin kit fox. R

ound
V

alley is one of the northern extrem
es of the kit fox range

in C
alifornia. T

his shy fox, w
hich is on the Federal and

State endangered species lists, lives in the sheltered valley
but is subject to isolation and resulting local extinction due
to elim

ination of viable corridors and lack of genetic diversity
am

ong the sm
all local population. T

he kit fox is prey to
coyotes and red foxes, and dogs can be a disease vector to
the kit fox. L

ike other scavengers, it is susceptible to
secondary poisoning. T

he challenges faced by the kit fox
and its future in the E

ast B
ay is one of the prim

ary subjects
of the ongoing A

lam
eda-C

ontra C
osta B

iodiversity Study,
and the Park D

istrict is playing a m
ajor role in protecting

the fox by protecting its habitat in R
ound V

alley.
T

he preserve is also hom
e to nesting golden eagles, w

hich
are protected by State and Federal law

. T
he golden eagles

feed on ground squirrels, and w
ith the local burrow

ing ow
ls,

are a state �Species of Special C
oncern.� B

urrow
ing ow

ls
nest in ground squirrel burrow

s and feed on m
ice and insects.

Ponds and stream
s in R

ound V
alley support the federally

threatened C
alifornia red-legged frog, w

estern toads, w
estern

pond turtles and Pacific tree frogs. T
hese species breed w

ith
the onset of w

inter rains, and burrow
 into the m

ud or use
rodent holes for hibernation during the dry sum

m
er m

onths.
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  T
he bedrock geology of the preserve is

C
retaceous Panoche shale and sandstone w

ith deposits of
recent alluvium

 on the surface in valleys and creek drainages.
T

he preserve has sm
all am

ounts of high-quality soils, located
m

ainly in the level areas along M
arsh C

reek and in the
valley proper. M

ost of the soil, how
ever, is of a low

er quality
suitable only for range, w

ildlife and w
atershed uses. T

he
M

arsh C
reek (M

ount D
iablo) Fault is located about tw

o
m

iles southw
est of the preserve. T

his fault has produced
sm

all earthquakes; tw
o recent significant earthquakes

(m
agnitude 5.5 and 5.6) occurred in 1980.
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