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 have lived in the greater B
ay A

rea for thousands
of years. B

lack D
iam

ond w
as located in the backcountry

betw
een three tribes: C

hupcan (C
oncord), V

olvon (C
layton)

and O
m

pin (Pittsburg). A
ll three nations spoke the B

ay
M

iw
ok language.

W
ith the arrival of Spanish, M

exican and A
m

erican
settlers after 1772, the B

ay M
iw

ok w
ay of life w

as rapidly
destroyed. H

ow
ever, in spite of pressure to the contrary,

m
any C

alifornia Indians still practice the traditions of their
ancestors.
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  From

 the 1850s to the early 1900s, five
coal m

ining tow
ns thrived in the B

lack D
iam

ond area:
N

ortonville, Som
ersville, Stew

artville, W
est H

artley and
Judsonville. A

s the location of C
alifornia’s largest coal

m
ining operation, nearly four m

illion tons of coal (“black
diam

onds”) w
ere rem

oved from
 the earth. People from

 all
over the w

orld w
ere draw

n to the area’s five m
ining tow

ns,
and their lives w

ere characterized by hard w
ork and long

hours. A
s m

any as 900 m
iners, som

e as young as eight
years old, labored in hundreds of m

iles of underground
w

orkings. A
t the peak of operations, the coal field w

as
reported to have been the population center of C

ontra
C

osta C
ounty.

T
he coal m

ines had a significant im
pact on C

alifornia’s
econom

y. B
y the tim

e operations ceased due to rising
production costs and the exploitation of new

 energy sources,
m

uch of C
alifornia’s econom

y had been transform
ed from

a rural to an industrial base.
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  In the 1920s underground m

ining for
sand began near the deserted N

ortonville and Som
ersville

tow
nsites. T

he Som
ersville m

ine supplied sand used in
glass m

aking by the H
azel-A

tlas G
lass C

om
pany in

O
akland, w

hile the N
ortonville m

ine supplied the C
olum

bia
Steel W

orks in Pittsburg w
ith foundry (casting) sand.

C
om

petition from
 B

elgian glass sand and the closing of
the steel foundry ended the sand m

ining by the late 1940s.
A

ltogether, m
ore than 1.8 m

illion tons of sand had been
m

ined.
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  U
ntil the discovery of coal, cattle ranching

w
as the m

ajor industry in this area. A
fter the m

ines closed,
som

e m
iners found a new

 career in ranching. A
bandoned

m
ining tow

n buildings becam
e barns; railroad ties w

ere
used as fence posts; boilers w

ere converted into w
ater

troughs. D
escendants of original m

ining fam
ilies still graze

cattle in the Preserve.
A
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  T

he E
ast B

ay R
egional Park

D
istrict began acquiring land for B

lack D
iam

ond M
ines

R
egional Preserve in the early 1970s. Today, m

ost of the
m

ining district is w
ithin the Preserve’s nearly 5,985 acres.

T
he area is an ideal location for hiking and picnicking.

N
aturalists conduct a variety of program

s relating to the
Preserve’s natural and historic resources. For m

ore
inform

ation, call (925) 757-2620.
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  T
he Preserve’s 65 m

iles of trails traverse
areas of grassland, foothill w

oodland, m
ixed evergreen

forest, chaparral, stream
 vegetation and exotic plantings.

N
otable am

ong the latter are several tree species introduced
by the coal m

iners. T
hese include the black locust, pepper

tree, alm
ond, eucalyptus and tree of heaven.

B
lack D

iam
ond is noted as the northernm

ost location
of C

oulter pine, black sage, desert olive and dudleya. In
addition, several species that are restricted to the M

ount
D

iablo area occur here, including the M
t. D

iablo globe
lily, M

t. D
iablo helianthella and M

t. D
iablo m

anzanita.
In the springtim

e, the hills are covered w
ith som

e of the
m

ost rem
arkable w

ildflow
er displays in the B

ay A
rea.
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  B
lack D

iam
ond R

egional Preserve supports
a healthy w

ildlife population, and it is not uncom
m

on for
the observant hiker to see the tracks of raccoons, skunks,
opossum

s, rabbits and deer. M
ountain lions, bobcats, foxes

and coyotes are occasionally spotted, w
hile birds of prey

soar overhead. O
ver 100 species of birds have been seen,

from
 the rare golden eagle to the ever-present m

eadow
lark.

T
he side-blotched lizard has its northern lim

it in the
Preserve, and several rare anim

al species have been found
here – the w

hite-tailed kite, the A
lam

eda striped racer, the
red-legged frog and the C

alifornia tiger salam
ander.
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  A

lthough little rem
ains of the

coal m
ining com

m
unities, a historic cem

etery serves as a
m

onum
ent to the lives of the form

er residents. B
uried here

are children w
ho died in epidem

ics, w
om

en w
ho died in

childbirth, and m
en w

ho died in m
ining disasters. A

lthough
m

ore than 10 nationalities resided in the m
ining area, R

ose
H

ill w
as a Protestant cem

etery that served as the burial
ground for m

any of the W
elsh residents.
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  O
ver the years, vandalism

 has
taken its toll on the cem

etery, w
hich the Park D

istrict is
attem

pting to restore. If you have inform
ation concerning

people buried here or the location of m
issing gravestones,

please call the B
lack D

iam
ond office at (925) 757-2620.
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In

 C
o

n
tra C

o
sta C

o
u

n
ty: Take H

ig
hw

ay 4 to the S
om

ersville
R

oad
 exit in A

ntioch. D
rive south (aw

ay from
 the river) on

S
om

ersville R
oad

 to the P
reserve entrance.
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o
st: 5

0
 ce

n
ts

E
ast B

ay R
egion

al P
ark

 D
istrict

2950 Peralta O
aks C

ourt, P.O
. B

ox 5381
O

akland, C
A

 94605-0381   (510) 562-PA
R

K
http://w

w
w

.ebparks.org
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N
 to the public during hours posted at the park

entrance. U
nless otherw

ise posted, C
U

R
FE

W
 changes seasonally, and is

posted at the park.
B

IC
Y

C
L

E
S m

ay be ridden on designated bicycle trails, and on fire or service
roads, unless otherw

ise posted. B
icycles are not perm

itted, either ridden,
w

alked or carried, in areas posted “N
o B

icycles,” or on narrow
 hiking or

narrow
 equestrian trails. State law

 requires that all bicyclists under age 18
w

ear an approved helm
et w

hile riding on trails and roadw
ays. R

iders should
call out or sound a w

arning w
hen overtaking other trail users.

D
O

G
S m

ust be leashed and under control at any posted area, parking lot,
picnic site, law

n or developed area. O
w

ners m
ust alw

ays carry a leash (six-
foot m

axim
um

). D
ogs m

ay be off-leash in open space and undeveloped areas
of parklands, provided they are under control at all tim

es. D
angerous anim

als
are not allow

ed in the parks. Please dispose of your dog’s w
aste by placing

it in a garbage can.
SW

IM
M

IN
G

, W
A

D
IN

G
 and other w

ater contact activities are not perm
itted.
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R

C
H

A
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O
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O
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O

R
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O
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JE
C

T
S are protected by law

. Please do not disturb or rem
ove any of these

features.
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 by not releasing or feeding ducks, cats
or other anim

als. D
o not feed w

ild park anim
als; enjoy them

 from
 a distance.

FIR
E

S are perm
itted in barbecues only. C

A
M

PST
O

V
E

S are perm
itted in

designated cam
ps only, and m

ust be placed at least 30 feet from
 flam

m
able

m
aterials. FIR

E
W

O
R

K
S are not perm

itted in any R
egional Parkland.

FIR
E

A
R

M
S or B

O
W

S A
N

D
 A

R
R

O
W

S are not perm
itted on regional

parklands except at established ranges. C
rossbow

s, spears, slingshots, air
pistols or rifles, and other dangerous w

eapons are prohibited anyw
here on

regional parklands.

Trestle to sand bunker at H
azel-A

tlas upper w
orkings, 1933. F

rom
left: O

scar P
eterson, sand m

ill forem
an; A

rt Latham
, m

ine forem
an;

B
ob B

ennett, m
anager of H

azel-A
tlas glass plant, O

akland, C
A

.

Courtesy, Dorothy Greathouse Collection
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