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Sand Creek

MINING FEATURES as numbered on map:

 AIR SHAFT: This air shaft (once 150 feet deep and 
reached here by a short tunnel) was used to keep a coal 
mine ventilated and free from dangerous gases. The 
marks left by miners’ picks are still evident on the 
excavation sides.

 “JIM’S PLACE”: This little underground dwelling is 
of unknown origin. Notice the square skylight, round 
stovepipe hole, and shelf opening.

 GREATHOUSE VISITOR CENTER: This portal was the 
original opening into the sand mine. It is currently 
closed for renovations.

 EUREKA SLOPE: This inclined shaft was the 
entrance to the Eureka Coal Mine. Between 1860 and 
1895, more than 150,000 tons of coal were hoisted to 
the surface. The slope is 290 feet long and descends at 
a pitch of 32 degrees.

 HAZEL ATLAS PORTAL: This mine supplied sand 
used for glass making in the 1920s through the 1940s.

 POWDER MAGAZINE: This small excavation was 
used to store explosives during the sand mining era.

 STOPE: This huge chamber was blasted out of 
sandstone by miners extracting rock for glass making.

 PROSPECT TUNNEL: This tunnel was driven in the 
1860s by miners in search of commercial-quality coal. 
Two hundred feet of the 400-foot tunnel are open for 
exploration. Bring a light.

 STAR MINE: This barred tunnel once served as the 
entrance to the Star Mine, one of the last active coal 
mines in the area.
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ROSE HILL
CEMETERY

SOMERSVILLE
TOWNSITE

Foot
Bridge

Stairs

0 1/8 1/4 Mi.

Contour interval 20 feet

.11

MT. DIABLO-TO-
BLACK DIAMOND 
TRAIL: 2.6 miles to 
Clayton from park 
boundary.

PROSPECT
TUNNEL

“JIM’S PLACE”

STAR 
MINE

AIR SHAFT

ROSE 
HILL
CEMETERY

SOMERSVILLE
TOWNSITE

PARK OFFICE

PARK 
RESIDENCE

OVERLOOK

Antioch
Community
Park

To Highway 4

NORTONVILLE
TOWNSITE

1–Manhattan Canyon Trail
2–Lower Chaparral Trail
3–Chaparral Loop Trail

STEWARTVILLE
BACKPACK

CAMP

STAR MINE
GROUP CAMP

To Oakley and Brentwood.
To Hwy. 4 Bypass and Hwy 4.

A N T I O C H
To Highway 4

Separate map available.

CONTRA LOMA
REGIONAL
RECREATION AREA

Contour 
interval
20 Feet

Contour
interval
40 Feet

Contour 
interval
20 Feet

Contour
interval
40 Feet

BLACK DIAMOND MINES
REGIONAL PRESERVE

STEWARTVILLE
TOWNSITE

See inset map
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ROAD CLOSED MEMBERSHIPS
The Regional Parks Foundation 
offers memberships to park users. 
For information call (510) 544-2220.

IN ORDER TO REDUCE OR PREVENT 
THE RISK OF SERIOUS HEAD INJURY 
OR DEATH, STATE LAW REQUIRES 
THAT ALL BICYCLISTS UNDER AGE 18 
WEAR AN APPROVED HELMET WHILE 
RIDING ON TRAILS AND ROADWAYS. 
THE DISTRICT ALSO STRONGLY 
RECOMMENDS THAT ALL EQUESTRI-
ANS AND BICYCLISTS WEAR 
HELMETS AT ALL TIMES. 

Hiker, Horse, Bike Trail
Hiker Only Trail
Mt. Diablo-to Black Diamond
Regional Trail (Hiker, Horse, Bike)
American Discovery Trail/ 
Mokelumne Coast to Crest Trail
Paved Trail
Mileage Between Points
Paved Road
Creek, Canal
Parking
Equestrian Parking
Phone, 9-1-1 Only
Restroom
Drinking Water
Horse Water
Information
Picnic Tables
Group/Backpack Camping
Coulter Pines
Pond or Reservoir 
Locked Gate
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