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East Bay Regional Park District Infforms Communities About Measure CC

Oakland - On April 16, the East Bay Regional Park District hosted its third annual Multicultural Community
Leaders Roundtable attended by 48 leaders from the Latino, Korean, Chinese, and African American
communities. The event is part of a larger strategy to build awareness and support of the Park District - its
mission, goals, partnerships and Measure CC.

Dr. Nooshin Razani from Children’s Hospital Oakland spoke about Park Prescription, a partnership with the
Park District to bring chronically ill children and their families to the parks for outdoor activities. “We often
see nature as a minor part of our daily lives, but it is now increasingly seen as a tool to heal the sick. At
Children’s Hospital in Oakland, thanks to the Park District, we now take patients once a month to the park as
part of the treatment regiment,” said Dr. Nooshin Razani.

According to Razani, physicians are more and more looking to nature as a vital tool in restoring and sustaining
good health, as well as mitigating illnesses like juvenile diabetes and obesity.

EBRPD District General Manager Robert Doyle presented on Measure CC which was first passed in 2004. It is
a yearly $12 parcel tax that funds public access, wildfire protection and maintenance of Park District parklands,
trails and infrastructures. The tax is paid by residents in western Alameda and Contra Costa counties and
raises upwards of $3 million annually. The measure expires in 2020.

“Thanks to Measure CC, we built 34 additional restrooms, 200 picnic tables, added to existing trail networks
and restored some 100 acres of wildlife habitat”, said Doyle.

Staff from various departments talked about their programs such as activity programs for seniors, families and
schools. Bismarck Blanco, Human Resources staff, informed the leaders about opportunities for youth. “Every
year we have over 300 summer youth jobs and internship positions. We encourage local youth to apply for
them. We have info booths at job fairs and events,” said Blanco.

Giorgio Chavez, EBRPD police officer spoke about park safety. Doyle added that there are only 60 police
officers serving some 65 parks that make up the Park District. He added that, with over 22 million visitors per
year, there is a need to beef up security and safety measures at the parks. He also encouraged park users to
observe park rules and regulations and to always go with a buddy.
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Community Relations Manager Mona Koh said, “We are delighted that the leaders continue to come every
year to this Roundtable to connect with our parks and initiatives; to promote parks as a vital part of personal
and community health; to inspire each other and to collectively generate ideas on how to make park usage
more open and accessible to their communities.”

“This meeting allowed us to hear from other communities. It gives us an opportunity to bring these ideas back
to share with the Korean community,” said Thomas Kim, director of the East Bay Korean Community Center.

“Last year EBRPD sponsored a tour for 45 Korean seniors at Ardenwood Farm in Fremont. We had a very
fun and dynamic time there. We enjoyed the animals, train ride and activities.” said Joanna Ok Yeon Kim-
Selby, head of the East Bay Korean Senior Center.

For more information on the youth internship, please call: 510 544 2159 or email: bblanco@ebparks.org

For information on community outreach, please call: 510 544 2216

CAPTIONS:

e Attendees sharing a moment of laughter following the roundtable discussion

e Mona Koh, Community Relations

e Joanna Ok Yeon Kim-Selby, head of the East Bay Senior Center

e EBRP General Manager Robert Doyle discusses the importance of Measure CC with leaders

¢ Jaimee Rizzotti, Community Outreach

¢ Dr. Nooshin Razani, Children’s Hospital Oakland

e Korean community leaders (I to r):Young Il Kim, Thomas Kim, Kwang Ho Lee, William Kim,Yolanda Kim
Park Police Officer Giorgio Chavez
Bismarck Blanco, HR





